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Parents Association:  

Despite Covid restrictions, the PA 
have been working hard organis-
ing school fundraising events over 
the past number of weeks. The PA 
& school would like to thank all 
those families for supporting the 
initiatives including the calendars, 
online lotto, Christmas cards. 
School raffle will take place in 
school on Wed 16th Dec. The PA 
have also organised our very spe-
cial visitor (Ho, Ho, Ho!) to come 
to the school on this date! 

 

 

Another fantastic achievement      
accomplished by pupils & teachers in 
the school– the SFT Discover Sci-
ennce & maths Ward for 2019/20. the 
whole school was involved in this 
award with work being submitted in 
the areas of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Maths & a STEM show-
case. The school received excellent 
feedback which recognised the efforts 
put in by all the classes & the high 
level of engagement by all. Special 
mention to Ms.Concannon for co-
ordinating the initiative.  

The school was re-
cently recognised 
for completing the 
Blue-Star Pro-
gramme 2019-20. 
All classes contrib-

uted work to achieve this award 
and was co-ordinated by 
Ms.Concannon. The idea of the 
Blue Star Programme is to foster 
better understanding and 
knowledge of the European Un-
ion and how it affects the lives of 
Irish citizens among primary pu-
pils through classroom projects 
and activities. Well done to   
teachers & pupils for this award! 

In January& February our Junior 
infant– 2nd classes look forward 
to learning GAA skills with a 
GPO from Craobh Chiaráin GAA 
club. These classes will form part 
of the PE programme and will run 
each Friday for 6 weeks. 
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School will close for Christmas Holidays on Tues De-
cember 22nd @ 11.45 for all classes and will re-open 
on Wed Jan 6th 2021at 8.35am. We hope you all 
have a lovely Christmas!  
I am due to commence maternity leave after Christmas 
so I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
whole school community for such great commitment to 
school this term & to wish you all the best for the New 
Year. Ms. Diffley 



 

 

Have you been naugh-
ty or nice?  A very 
special visitor is com-
ing to our school in 

December! He has a white beard. He 
wears a red hat and a red coat. He 
wears big black boots. He carries a big 
sack. é Who IS HE?! 
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A massive congratulations to Susie 
McAdam in Ms. O' Donovan's 6th class 
who received a 'Special Merit Award' for 
her wonderful self portrait titled 'Me'. Susie 
is a very talented young artist who was 
selected from over 25,000 applicants. This 
is a reflection of her incredible ability and 
her emerging artistic talent. We are all 
very proud of Susie's achievement! 

Christmas Art Competition 

Pupils in all classes from Infants to 
Sixth are invited to take part in our 
Christmas Art Competition. Entries 
can be completed on A3 paper using 
either crayons, pencils, paint,      
pastels, chalk, markers etc. The 
theme is based on Christmas.     
Winning entries will be displayed in 
the school hall. Winners will each 
receive a small prize! Best of luck 

CYCLING IN 5TH: 
Our 5th classes will participate in an 
outdoor cycling training programme 
in January. This initiative, which aims 
to improve national cycling standards, 
is part funded by the Department of 
Transport. The PA funds will also 
supplement the cost of this training 
which will run over a 
course of six weeks. We 
hope the girls enjoy & that 
they learn lots of new 
skills along with cycling 
road safety.  

Our new OUTDOOR CLASS-
ROOM is proving to a be a huge suc-
cess! It consists of 5 stations: the 
mud kitchen, the water trays, the 
sand trays, the construction area 
and the out-
door instru-
ments. The 
girls have 
great fun mak-
ing leaf pies, 
building tow-
ers, exploring 
sounds and 
playing with 
water & sand. 

The Junior & Senior In-
fants & 1st classes are 
busy preparing some   
festive songs during the 

coming weeks. Performances will be rec-
orded and shared with parents of those 
classes. Thanks to the teachers involved! 

 

 

Christmas 
Jumper Day  

On Friday Dec 
11th, the children 
are permitted to 
wear Christmas 
jumpers/ themed clothing as part of 
a fundraiser we are holding for 
Laura Lynn. We would kindly ask 
for a û2 donation on the day with all 
proceeds going to the charity. 
LauraLynn gives support to the chil-
dren in the hospice as well as their 
families, enabling them to make  
special memories. On this Day, the 
children will come together in their 
pods/zones in the yard to sing some 
festive favourite tunes!  

We have some festive 
fitness fun in the school 
planned in December. 
Classes will participate 
in a Festive Fitness Fun 
day which includes lots 
of Christmas themed 
exercises! 

In the Catholic  Church,  Advent is a 
way of  preparing ourselves for  God 
coming into our lives each day, a way 
in which we can prepare for the birth of 
Jesus. It extends over four Sundays be-
fore Christmas. The word Advent 
comes from the Latin advenio, óto 
come toô, and refers to the coming of  
Jesus. A symbol of      
Advent is the  Advent 
Wreath with four candles 
(3 purple and 1 pink) ar-
ranged in a circle with 
greenery.  We have a 
beautiful Advent Wreath 
and a Crib displayed in 
our school! A big thank you to Noel 
&Mary for decorating our school this 
festive season! Dec 8th marks the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception.    

Stay Safe Pro-
gramme: Stay Safe 
lessons will be taught 
to all pupils from 
January. Stay Safe 
Lessons are a very 
important part of the 
schoolôs Social     

Personal & Health Education (SPHE) 
curriculum. Through classroom discus-
sion, role-play and repetition, children 
learn   simple safety strategies for   
dealing with problems. Children learn 
that they should always tell an adult 
who can help. The overall message is 
that children will learn to: Say 'No', Get 
Away and Tell. The lesson themes in-
clude Feeling Safe/Unsafe, Bullying, 
Touches, Secrets & Telling and 
Strangers. A notice with more infor-
mation will issue to parents/guardians in 
December. For information on the  les-
sons log onto www.staysafe.ie.  

 

 


